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PREFACE 

 

This booklet is made with the motive to share transparent 

information and knowledge about the term 'Topiary'. 

Topiary is the art of cutting trees and bushes into 

different shapes, for example into the shapes of birds or 

animals While making this booklet information is 

collected from many different websites and books with 

proper knowledge. It is the collection of some important 

basic information for topiary. 

 I want to thanks our Respected Bisal Sherestha (CNRM- 

Bardibas Campus cheif) for providing this opportunity 

and convincing us to learn and grow more day by day. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Topiary is the horticultural 

practice of training perennial 

plants by  clipping the foliage 

and twigs of trees, shrubs and 

subshrubs to develop and 

maintain clearly defined shapes, whether geometric or 

fanciful. The term also refers to plants which have been 

shaped in this way. As an art form it is a type of living 

sculpture. The word derives from the Latin word for 

ornamental landscape gardener, topiarius, a creator of topia 

or "places", a Greek word that Romans also applied to 

fictive indoor landscapes executed in fresco. 

 The plants used in topiary are evergreen, 

mostly woody, have small leaves or needles, produce 

dense foliage, and have compact and/or columnar (e.g., 

fastigiate) growth habits. The hedge is a simple form of 

topiary used to create boundaries, walls or 

screens.  Common species chosen for topiary include 

cultivars of European box (Buxus sempervirens), 

arborvitae (Thuja species), bay laurel (Laurus 

nobilis), holly (Ilex species), myrtle (Eugenia or Myrtus s

pecies), yew (Taxus species), and privet 

(Ligustrum species). Shaped wire cages are sometimes 

employed in modern topiary to guide untutored shears, 

but traditional topiary depends on patience and a steady 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Living_sculpture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Living_sculpture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Landscape
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gardener
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evergreen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woody_plant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leaf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Needle_(botany)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hedge_(barrier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buxus_sempervirens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thuja
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bay_laurel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holly
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Myrtaceae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eugenia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Myrtus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taxus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ligustrum


 

 

hand; small-leaved ivy can be used to cover a cage and 

give the look of topiary in a few months.  

HISTORY : 

Topiary has been used 

historically in many different 

European gardening styles, 

from early Roman gardens 

through to modern day. From 

box balls to yew ‘peacocks’, 

it is so versatile and striking 

that many are inspired to create their own piece of living 

architecture. 

 European topiary dates from 

Roman times. Pliny's Natural 

History and the epigram writer 

Martial both credit Gaius 

Matius Calvinus, in the circle 

of Julius Caesar, with 

introducing the first topiary to 

Roman gardens, and Pliny the Younger describes in a 

letter the simple figures of animals, inscriptions, cyphers 

and obelisks in clipped greens at his Tuscan villa . 

 i.e Topiary is said to have been invented by a friend of  

the ancient Roman emperor Augustus and is known to 

have been practiced in the 1
st
 century. Artificial topiary is  



 

 

another offshoot similar to the concept of artificial 

Christmas trees. This topiary mimics the style of living 

versions and is often used to supply indoor greenery for 

home or office decoration. Patents are issued for the style, 

design, and construction methodology of different types of 

topiary trees. 

 

Lavens hall 

Elizabethan topiary in 

1833 

 

  

 

 

Simple upright topiary 

shapes punctuate the 

patterned parterres of 

Heidelberg ca 1590, in 

this view by Jacques  

Fouquiere 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artificial_Christmas_tree
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artificial_Christmas_tree


 

 

What Trees and Plants are Used in Topiary? 

The ideal topiary plant is an evergreen that is slow-

growing, hardy, long-lived, amenable to pruning, and 

resistant to pests and diseases. Small leaves are also a 

plus, because they hide pruning cuts better than large 

leaves. Boxwood topiary, for example, is less likely to 

have a “just pruned” look compared to privet 

topiary. Some evergreens that make great choices for 

topiary are yew, Dwarf Alberta Spruce, Emerald Green 

Arborvitae, Boulevard False Cypress, Gold Mop False 

Cypress, and Scotch Pine. 

Many junipers lend themselves well to the art, too, and 

some offer blue or gold foliage in addition to 

green. Witchita Blue, Old Gold, Sea Green, Hollywood, 

and Hetzi Columnaris make handsome juniper topiaries. 

A few plants form a sort of natural topiary without any 

pruning at all. They have a dense, rounded shape that 

requires no shearing on your part. Globe Blue Spruce is 

one no-shear “topiary” that we offer; it is sold in a low-

grafted form and also in a high-grafted standard 

(lollipop) form. We sell the natural topiary Little Gem 

Spruce in a high-graft form as well. This dapper dark 

green standard tree keeps its tight globe shape without 

any trimming. And don’t forget about our high-grafted 

Dwarf Korean Lilac, which takes on a nice rounded form 

with little to no help from you. This tree is deciduous 

with the added bonus of lots of fragrant blossoms in the 

spring. 

https://www.bowerandbranch.com/t/284/witchita-blue-juniper-spiral-topiary/#.VrT8VIczA5c
https://www.bowerandbranch.com/t/281/old-gold-juniper-pompom-topiary/#.VrT8bIczA5c
https://www.bowerandbranch.com/t/283/sea-green-juniper-pompom-topiary/#.VrT8hYczA5c
https://www.bowerandbranch.com/t/280/hollywood-juniper-oriental-pompom-topiary/#.VrT8oYczA5c
https://www.bowerandbranch.com/t/279/hetz-juniper-spiral-topiary/#.VrT8u4czA5c


 

 

Hedging as Topiary 

Hedging is a form of 

topiary, too. If you maintain 

a hedge, you may already 

be a practitioner of this 

time-honored craft! Of 

course, hedges can take 

many shapes besides the 

traditional boxy form and may be fashioned into 

serpents, waves, or castle walls. They may be “cloud-

pruned” to resemble fluffy clouds, as is the tradition in 

Japan and some other Asian countries.  

Low hedges can be used to create parterres or elaborate 

knot gardens, and taller ones can make living mazes that 

you can get lost in. The gardener’s imagination is the 

limit when it comes to hedge art! 

Using topiary in the landscape 

Successfully integrating 

topiary into your 

landscape is a matter of 

placing it where it can 

shine and become the star 

it wants to be. Keep 

underplantings low; go 

with a short evergreen groundcover or close-cropped 

grass. Better yet, surround your plant with wood mulch or 

gravel. A solid background in a contrasting color will 

make the unique shape of your topiary really pop,  



 

 

so site it where it will stand out from its surroundings. 

Consider stringing lights on a spiral topiary or adding 

spot-lighting to any type of topiary accent to extend its 

appeal after dark. 

TYPES OF TOPIARY 

 

There are three main types of topiary :   traditional,  

sphagnum  and  trained ivy.  

a. Traditional topiary:  

Traditional topiary is the ornamental shaping of 

freestanding trees and shrubs. To begin your own 

traditional topiary project, figure out where you want 

to plant your topiary, and choose the type of plant 

you'd like to shape. Dense evergreen plants that can 

withstand shearing and grow easily are best for 

topiary. Topiarists most commonly use boxwood and 

yew for traditional shrub topiary, but other plants and 

even herbs such as rosemary also work well. . Those 

with patience and a green thumb can create traditional 

topiary in a number of ways. 

https://home.howstuffworks.com/common-boxwood.htm
https://home.howstuffworks.com/define-rosemary.htm


 

 

b. Sphagnum topiary: You can use sphagnum topiary 

outdoors or indoors, so the first step in planning a 

sphagnum topiary project is to decide where you want 

to put your creation. Sphagnum topiary frames are 

available in a variety of sizes and are appropriate for 

use in yards, gardens and even end tables. 

c. Trained  ivy topiary:                                  

  People with space and time limitations may 

find this the most accessible. Topiarists using this 

method  train trailing plants like ivy to grow around two- 

and three-dimensional wire frames to bring life to very 

small spaces like desktops. Hobbyists can create many 

shapes, from geometric forms animal figures and even 

corporate logos, with this form of  topiary. 

DESIGN: 

How to make traditional topiary: 

 Naturally,different design 

require different steps.  

Here's how  you'd create 

basic,cone-shaped 

traditional topiary from 

boxwood: 



 

 

1. Start with one young boxwood, or plant several small 

boxwoods together so they will grow close enough to 

look like one shape. Plant the boxwood in the ground 

or a soil-filled pot. 

2. Place a cone-shaped frame, which you can purchase 

or construct using poles or wire, over the plants. 

Anchor the frame into the soil. 

3. Feed and water your plant. As your creation grows, 

use pruning shears to cut any branches that grow past 

the frame. 

4. The plant will fill the frame over time. Allow the 

plant to grow just past the frame in order to hide it. 

 How to make Sphagnum topiary: 

Fast-growing creeping 

plants, succulents and 

grasses work well with this 

type of topiary. In addition 

to your plants, frame and 

moss, you'll need potting 

soil, florist's wire, scissors 

and a stick or other pointy 

tool to make holes in your 

moss.  

 



 

 

Here's what to do: 

1. Soak your moss in water to prepare it to go into your 

frame. 

2. Secure your frame into the ground or a pot. Begin 

tightly stuffing it with the wet moss. Fill the center of 

the piece with potting soil. 

3. Wrap the frame with fishing line or florist's wire to 

hold the moss in place. Trim stray pieces of moss that 

are hanging through the wire. 

4. Poke holes in the moss and insert your plants into the 

holes. These plants will spread out as they grow, so 

don't worry about entirely covering your structure. 

5. If necessary, use florist's wire to hold plants in the 

moss. 

  How to make trained ivy topiary: 

If you're planning to create a 

trained ivy topiary masterpiece 

for your home, first determine 

where you will put it. The 

amount of space you have will 

help determine the size of your 

creation, and the style of the 

area should help you pick a design. 

 

https://science.howstuffworks.com/environmental/earth/geophysics/h2o.htm


 

 

Here's how to make a basic hoop frame: 

1. Start with a piece of wire long enough to create the 

size hoop you want plus double the height of your pot 

and a few inches for a base. 

2. Shape the wire into a circle, leaving an equal length 

of wire at each end. You can create a perfect circle by 

wrapping the wire around a container like 

a coffee can. 

3. Twist the ends of the wire together to create a straight 

support that's the same length as the height of the pot 

you want to use for the plant. The shape of your frame 

should resemble a lollipop at this point. You can 

reinforce the stem of your frame with tape or florist's 

wire if necessary. 

4. Bend the ends of the wire to form a base to support 

the frame in the pot.  

Next, add your plant to finish your project. With your 

frame in the pot, fill the pot with soil and add your 

transported  trailing  plants. It is best to place the plants 

next to each side of the frame, where you will attach 

them. Wrap the plants around the circle, attaching them 

with florist's wire. Attach the wire or ties as loosely as 

possible, but tight enough to keep the plant wrapped 

around the wire. 

 

https://science.howstuffworks.com/innovation/edible-innovations/coffee.htm


 

 

 Isn’t Topiary Difficult to Maintain? 

Topiary Trees are difficult to create. Knowing where to 

make each cut to create a perfectly symmetrical poodle, 

pompom, spiral, or double spiral topiary takes a great 

deal of expertise. (Try it sometime—it’s really 

hard!) Our talented growers begin with young plants, 

pruning them carefully over a period of years to fulfill 

the vision conceived for them at the start. So, topiary 

trees are difficult to create, but they aren’t difficult to 

maintain. The hard part is already done for you.                                                                     

The main thing to remember when maintaining topiary is 

to keep up with the pruning don’t fall behind. Your trees 

will push out new growth in spring and may also produce 

some new foliage later in the growing season; at least a 

couple of times a year, you’ll want to shear that new 

growth off. 

First, put down a tarp if you want to make cleanup easier. 

Then, using manual pruning shears, trim off the new 

growth, starting at the bottom and working your way 

around the plant and up to the top. Don’t cut into the old, 

woody growth. Stay within the outer couple of inches of 

young, green growth. Most evergreens aren’t very 

forgiving of deep cuts and won’t re-sprout on old wood. 

Small gaps will eventually be hidden by the surrounding 

foliage, however. 

Take your time. Step back several times and look at the 

plant from different angles, making sure you are staying 

true to the original form, nice and symmetrical.  



 

 

You can always snip a little more, but you can’t undo a 

hastily made cut. After a few tries, you just may find that 

this kind of pruning isn’t a chore, but a pleasure. You get 

into a rhythm and it can be quite meditative. 

We’re here to help! 

 MAINTAINCE OF TOPIARY:                             

Once you've created your topiary 

masterpiece, you'll want to keep 

up with it so it retains its trained 

or sculpted shape. Each kind of 

plant has different requirements 

and vulnerabilities,but clipping, 

watering and protection from the 

elements are the main ways to maintain your plant. 

You'll need to water and fertilize your topiary according 

to the type of plant you've selected, as well as protect it 

from extreme temperatures, insects and disease.  

 To maintain traditional topiary's shape, use the clipping 

tool that is appropriate for the size of your plant. Many 

plants used to create traditional topiary require clipping 

only annually to retain their shape. Generally, don't clip 

outdoor plants in extremely cold or hot weather. Spring 

is often a good time to take care of this task. 

https://animals.howstuffworks.com/animal-facts
https://science.howstuffworks.com/nature/climate-weather/atmospheric/weather.htm


 

 

If you have a frame, use it 

to guide your pruning. If 

you are freehand pruning, 

cut slowly, a little bit at a 

time, to avoid clipping too 

much and damaging your 

plant. Prune from the top 

of the plant down. You can also maintain the shape of 

your  traditional  topiary and encourage new growth by 

pinching off stray ends of branches. Keep your plant 

healthy by removing any damaged or dead  branches or 

leaves. 

You can  preserve the shape of sphagnum  topiary  by 

replacing dead or dying leaves and branches with healthy 

ones. Use florist's wire to hold stubborn pieces in place if 

necessary. Use your frame to guide trimming in areas 

where plants have grown too thick, and use healthy 

growth to cover bald spots. To water sphagnum moss 

topiary, soak the structure in water if possible, and mist it 

as necessary. 

Keep creeping plants used in trained ivy topiary in check 

by clipping and pinching off ends as necessary. 

Rearrange extra vines to cover thin spots in your topiary 

creation, and use florist's wire to train new growth. 

 



 

 

 Remove dead pieces to keep your plant healthy. Even if 

you don't have room in your backyard for a topiary 

giraffe or a six-foot-tall maze, you can use topiary to add 

spice and whimsy to your garden. 

When to clip:  

Trim annually with topiary 

shears or hedge-cutters in 

early or late summer to keep 

specimen in shape. Faster 

growing species may need to 

be trimmed twice or more 

each season. Suckers and 

unwanted branches can also be removed. 

Rejuvenation: 

Once a topiary specimen 

has been neglected,  all is 

not lost. The majority 

of evergreen plants will 

respond to hard pruning in 

early or mid-spring, 

especially yew, box and 

holly. Once it has been 

hard pruned, help promote new growth by feeding 

and mulching, and avoid drought stress in the following 

seasons. Depending on the species, it can take a few years 

for the specimen to grow back into its desired shape. 

https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=168
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=323


 

 

 Containerized specimens: 

Topiary can be grown 

in containers, but you need to 

make sure the pot is big 

enough for the specimen, and 

is well weighted to prevent it 

from falling over if the 

container has dried out or 

there are high winds. 

Topiary frames:  

 Simple shapes such as 

balls can often be trained 

by eye. However, for more 

intricate shapes, frames 

are available. The subject 

for topiary specimens can 

range from fairies and 

mushrooms to horses and 

people. They are usually placed over the plant in the 

early stages of growth, allowing the plant to fill the 

frame to create the desired shape, acting as a former. 

Once the plant starts to protrude through the frame, prune 

once or twice a year through spring and summer to 

maintain the shape. 

The frames can either be made out of galvanised wire or 

plastic-coated wire, which is usually green or grey. Some 

can be removed and reused, though most are just meant  

https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=274


 

 

for one use and remain part of the structure of the plant, 

ultimately hidden from view by the foliage. The frames 

are often sold with a box plant ready to start. 

Some Topiary Garden: 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Samban-Lei-Sekpil in 

Manipur ,India(Duranta 

repens L) – Tallest 

Topiary – Guiness Book 

of records 



 

 

 



 

 

PROBLEMS 

Establishment of any plant is essential for the plants 

survival and performance; however, large mature 

specimens often need more care and attention.  

A large percentage of topiary piece are grown from box 

(Buxus sp.) so it is a good idea to be aware of box 

blight and box suckers. Be especially aware of box blight 

as if this is left undiscovered it can prove devastating to a 

garden full of box. The other disease to be aware of 

is Phytophthora root rot; yew specimens especially can 

be hard hit by this root disease. 

Topiary Pest & Disease Issues 

  Eugenia Pest and Disease issue 

Smut and Rust 

No other group of fungi is as dangerous to agricultural 

and horticultural crops as rust. The spore-producing 

"fruiting bodies" of this rust protrude from the underside 

of the Eugenia leaves. They are orange in color and are 

puffy. The spores spread easily by wind and water 

therefore an out break does not take long to move 

throughout the entire crop. The upper side of the leaf will 

exhibit a reddish discoloration.Rust generally is present 

at all times, however, germinates under conditions of 

high humidity and temperature.Control of rust is strictly 

 

https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=261
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=96
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=96
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=453
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=542


 

 

 by chemical application. Oils and other smotherants are 

a good way to prevent germination of the spores once 

they land on the leaves. However, the best control is 

gained by the use of systemic fungicides 

.Ligustrum Pest and Disease issue 

Fungal Leaf Spot 

These usually develop when 

environmental conditions are 

favorable for example when 

there is an excessive amount of 

moisture on the leaves of 

Ligustrum for an extended 

amount of time. Lesions will 

develop either at the periphery 

of the leaf or between veins and will spread from there. 

In time, leaf edges may become ragged as the necrotic 

tissue turns dry and papery. Infection of developing 

leaves and bracts results in puckered, distorted growth.  

Control of this type of infection can be achieved by 

avoiding moist foliage of the plants. Prune large 

branches back and away from each other or if they are 

overlapping. Remove infected leaves and plants from the 

growing area and make sure to destroy the debris. 

If the infection is increasingly difficult one may have to 

resort to chemical sprays and as always the label must be 

followed with precision. 

 



 

 

Chili Thrips 

Chili thrips are tiny, slender 

insects with fringed wings.  

They feed by puncturing their 

host and sucking out the cell 

contents. Certain thrips species 

are beneficial predators that 

feed only on mites and other 

insects. Pest species are plant feeders that scar leaf, 

flower, or fruit surfaces or distort plant parts. 

Most adult thrips are slender, minute (less than 1/20 inch 

long), and have long fringes on the margins of both pairs 

of their long, narrow wings. Immature thrips (called 

larvae or nymphs) are similarly shaped with a long, 

narrow abdomen but lack wings. Chili thrips are dark in 

color as adults or light to translucent when juvenile. 

 

Thrips prefer to feed in rapidly growing tissue. Feeding 

by thrips typically causes tiny scars on leaves called 

stippling, and can stunt growth. Western  

Although chili thrips damage to leaves is unsightly, 

thrips activity does not usually warrant the use of 

insecticide sprays, however, oils are effective as a 

smotherant. For ornamental nonfood plants, a licensed 

pesticide applicator can use the systemic pesticides, but 

oils will provide control of adults. 

 

 



 

 

Scale insects 

Armored scales, family 

Diaspididae,have flattened, 

platelike cover that is less than 

1/8 inch in diameter. The 

actual insect body is 

underneath the cover. The 

covers often have a differently 

colored, slight protuberance.  

 

Concentric rings form as each nymphal stage (instar) 

secretes an enlargement to its cover. Armored scales do 

not excrete honeydew.  

Damaging species include Florida red scale and Oriental 

scale. 

 

Soft scales can be smooth, cottony, or waxy and are 1⁄4 

inch long or less. They are usually larger and more 

rounded and convex than armored scales. Their surface is 

the actual body wall of the insect and cannot be removed. 

Soft scales feed in the fluid-conducting phloem tissue of 

the plant and excrete abundant honeydew, which is 

sugary water that drips from their bodies. Soft scales 

include black scale, brown soft scale and mealie bug. 

Females of many scale species reproduce without mating 

(there are no males). At maturity, adult females produce 

eggs that are usually hidden under her body or cover. 

Eggs hatch into tiny crawlers (mobile first-instar 

nymphs), which are yellow to orangish in most species. 



 

 

 Crawlers walk over the plant surface, are blown by wind 

to other plants, or can be inadvertently moved by people 

or birds. They settle down and begin feeding within a 

day or two after emergence. 

When plants are heavily infested with scales, leaves may 

look wilted, turn yellow, and drop prematurely. Scales 

sometimes curl leaves or cause deformed flowers and 

fruit. 

Scales are often controlled by small parasitic wasps and 

predators including beetles, bugs, lacewings, and mites. 

Horticultural oils are specially refined petroleum 

products, often called narrow-range, superior, or supreme 

oils. Some botanical (plant-derived) oils are also 

available. Thoroughly spraying plants at the proper time 

with oil alone usually provides adequate control. 

Slugs and Snails 

Snails and slugs move by 

gliding along on a muscular 

"foot." This muscle constantly 

secretes mucus, which later 

dries to form the silvery "slime 

trail" that signals the presence 

of either pest. Slugs and snails are hermaphrodites, so all 

have the potential to lay eggs. Adult brown garden snails 

lay about 80 spherical, pearly white eggs at a time into a 

hole in the topsoil. They may lay eggs up to six times a 

year. It takes about 2 years for snails to mature. Slugs 

reach maturity after about 3 to 6 months, depending on 

species, and lay clear oval to round eggs in batches of 3 



 

 

to 40 under leaves, in soil cracks, and in other protected 

areas. 

Snails and slugs feed on a variety of living plants as well 

as on decaying plant matter. On plants they chew 

irregular holes with smooth edges in leaves and flowers 

and can clip succulent plant parts. They can also chew 

fruit and young plant bark. Because they prefer succulent 

foliage or flowers, they are primarily pests of seedlings 

and herbaceous plants 

A good snail and slug management program relies on a 

combination of methods. The first step is to eliminate, to 

the extent possible, all places where snails or slugs can 

hide during the day. Boards, stones, debris, weedy areas 

around tree trunks, leafy branches growing close to the 

ground, and dense ground covers such as ivy are ideal 

sheltering spots. There will be shelters that are not 

possible to eliminate e.g., low ledges on fences, the 

undersides of wooden decks, and water meter boxes. 

Make a regular practice of trapping and removing snails 

and slugs in these areas.  

 

                         

                              THANK YOU! 
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